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Local council electoral system – have your say 
Victorians are encouraged to take part in the first ever comprehensive review of the system that elects their local councillors.

An independent panel, appointed by Minister for Local Government Jeanette Powell and chaired by Petro Georgiou AO, today released a discussion paper to stimulate ideas on how local government democracy can best work. 

“The electoral system that operates in any jurisdiction must be fair, transparent and promote participation,” Mr Georgiou said.

“Local government plays a critical role in the delivery of services such as infrastructure, transport, health, planning and building control, business and economic development, waste and environmental management, and human and community services including aged and disability services.  
“The panel is keen to hear from a broad cross-section of the community on how the system may be improved.
“The discussion paper is designed to begin a genuine dialogue about how local government democracy can best work. The issues and challenges outlined in it are a starting point for a wide-ranging discussion with the community.”

All Victorians are encouraged to have their say – visit www.localgovernment.vic.gov.au:

· to download a copy of the discussion paper

· to make a public submission

· to register to speak to the panel at public hearings* to be conducted in metropolitan and regional locations.

Mr Georgiou said the Local Government Electoral Review presented a rare opportunity to take a fresh look at the system of local democracy and to explore whether there are better ways to enable more people to participate as a voter or candidate.

“The way the community exercises its choice over who will represent them and make decisions on civic functions has never been more important,” Mr Georgiou said.
Victoria’s local government system has evolved through a series of incremental reforms over a long time.  
“We are seeking the views of Victorians on elements of the electoral system with a view to proposing a range of improvements for the Minister for Local Government to consider and we will be holding formal public hearings across Victoria.”

Minister for Local Government Jeanette Powell appointed the independent review panel in August 2013.  The panel is expected to deliver two reports to the Minister, in January and April 2014.

For more information on the Local Government Electoral Review, visit www.localgovernment.vic.gov.au, email lg.electoralreview@dtpli.vic.gov.au, or call 1300 736 075.

Media contact:  Salyana Williams 0437 706 714

*Local Government Electoral Review – public hearings
	Melbourne CBD

Thursday 3 October 2013
	Royal Australasian College of Surgeons

250-290 Spring Street, East Melbourne

	Geelong

Monday 7 October 2013
	Geelong West Town Hall

153 Pakington Street, Geelong West

	Horsham

Tuesday 8 October 2013
	Horsham Rural City Council Civic Centre Roberts Ave, Horsham

	Ballarat

Wednesday 9 October 2013
	Ballarat Town Hall

225 Sturt Street, Ballarat

	Bendigo

Thursday 10 October 2013
	Bendigo Town Hall

Lyttleton Terrace, Bendigo

	Sunshine

Friday 11 October 2013
	Brimbank City Council Offices

6-18 Alexander Ave, Sunshine

	Melbourne CBD

Monday 14 October 2013
	Melbourne Town Hall

Swanston Street, Melbourne

	Wantirna South

Tuesday 15 October 2013
	Knox Civic Centre

511 Burwood Hwy, Wantirna South

	South Morang

Wednesday 16 October 2013
	Whittlesea Civic Centre

25 Ferres Blvd, South Morang

	Mildura

Thursday 17 October 2013
	Mildura Rural City Council

Deakin Avenue Service Centre

76-84 Deakin Avenue, Mildura

	Shepparton

Thursday 17 October 2013
	Greater Shepparton City Council Offices 90 Welsford Street, Shepparton

	Wodonga

Friday 18 October 2013
	Wodonga City Council Offices

104 Hovell Street, Wodonga

	Traralgon

Monday 21 October 2013
	Latrobe City Council Service Centre

34-38 Kay Street, Traralgon








