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ATTACHMENT 7 – ISSUES AND COMMENTS RAISED BY SUBMITTERS TO THE PANEL
The following summary aims to provide a flavour of the issues and comments made within submissions to the Local Government (Hume City Council)
Review Panel.
This summary does not include extracts from the submissions of the Sunbury Residents Association or Australian Services Union, and their
submissions are included in full as separate attachments.
Many of the comments made were similar in nature. This summary is not intended to be a complete analysis of all submissions, and does not include
comments from every submission. However, the Panel believes it reflects the nature and strength of comments made.

ISSUE

Submitters’ Comments

Ref.
No.

Process and financial
implications

“What Business would ask its Shareholders to vote for a split up of its structure without any disclosure of the financial
implications to the Business or the Shareholders?”
I do not feel the residents of Sunbury are being provided with a complete view of the feasibility and viability of Hume City
becoming two separate municipalities. It is of great concern that there appears to be an over representation of the “yes”
case in the local media and at recent consultative meetings of the Local Government Panel”
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“ The full financial ramifications…should be made accessible to all ratepayers in the City of Hume. Once this has been
achieved only then can the ratepayers make a truly considered and rational judgement of the issues.”
“My question for the Panel is. Is this sum (total recurrent revenue) enough to provide for all of Sunbury’s needs without
loss of current services or an increase of rates of no more than $50?”
“As you can see I have mentioned issues from both perspectives. The underlying issue is that I support the separation
only if it financially viable to do so.”
“ The transition to a Sunbury based municipality can be readily implemented with appointment by the State Government of
a transition authority to manage the creation of a new municipality, operating from the Macedon Street premises. This
would be followed by the election of a minimum number of Councillors (suggest five). The goodwill of the community and
support from the State government are essential elements. A municipal organisation structured and functioning along a
contemporary style will be required to affect such a transition.”
“We do not have enough financial information to decide if it would be economically viable. How much would our rates
increase? By seceding from Hume would Sunbury stagnate and go backwards.”
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ISSUE

Submitters’ Comments

Future proposals

“I as a ratepayer for 14 years (in Craigieburn) first to Bulla Council and now to Hume have in this time found Bulla to use
all our rates to pave Sunbury in gold, and now want to be separated from Hume so they don’t have to help the Craigieburn
area to become more affluent like good roads, places for our kids to go……. And it is about time Hume gave us a better go
with our rates that what we have had so far….”
“I wish to strongly voice my objection to the proposal to separate Sunbury…..to form a new stand-alone municipality.”

Ref.
No.
S5
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“I am concerned that a stand-alone Sunbury would not have the growth potential and sustainable rate base to provide the
services and infrastructure needed in an outer fringe municipality. I also do not believe that there would be ability to
provide for new capital works.”
“At present, my view is that the benefits of being part of the City of Hume far outweigh the so called benefits of going it
alone.”
“It is apparently proposed that Deep Creek be the dividing line if Sunbury are successful in the breakaway motion. This is
absolutely ridiculous as this would completely divide our town in two. The township and surrounds of Bulla should
definitely be included.”
“We have already proved that we can be a viable and independent Council and we should be again.”
“I would be prepared to pay a little more in my rates to enable us to have our own council.”
“I am a 20 year resident of Sunbury and support Sunbury separating from Hume and forming its own local government,
becoming a stand alone shire.
I support this even though a rate increase maybe necessary to make the shire financially viable.”
“ In closing I urge the Panel to rule in creating a Shire of Sunbury for the sake of the above mentioned reasons, which
most of the residents of this area really desire, hoping that common sense will prevail in the final decision.”
“Bulla is small and to isolate us from Sunbury, would mean, everyone just forgets about us, we are not big enough to care
about, but we have rights as ratepayers. If the cut off point was Deep Creek it would be very unfair, very confusing, we
should stay as a whole package, not be split up, and also stay with Sunbury, our nearest provider of essential services, e.g
Banks, Shops, Hospital, Doctor, Schools.”
“Having lived in Sunbury and participated in community life for a reasonable period of time, I am not convinced of the
necessity, or the viability of Sunbury establishing a separate Shire. Although our town is unique in certain respects, this
does not correlate to the need for a separate municipality. My concerns generally relate to the effect this would have on
rates as well as the level of services provided.”
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“I’m a little concerned about the true viability of the proposed plan. For example, have any considerations been taken into
account of financial support, especially for local businesses, schools and the provision of such services currently provided
for by Hume? Has any proper and legitimate community consulting taken place, if not by the Hon. Bob Cameron, but by an
individual group without a vested interest (other than the Sunbury Residents Association)? These minor phone polls
conducted by the SRA and the local paper should not be considered as concrete support, as they are truly misleading
themselves and the public as to whether or not there is Sunbury support. Surely there are more than 1000 residents in
Sunbury…”
“One big advantage for a Sunbury separation would be a full Council made up of Sunbury Councillors and with them
comes knowledge.”
“ I request the Review Panel to take into account that the people living in the Diggers Rest area rely heavily on the
resources provided by and used by the people living in Sunbury and that any change to the council boundaries would have
an impact on Diggers Rest. I would estimate that 80-90% of people living in Diggers Rest rely on the shopping complexes
at Sunbury.”
“I understand that I have not strictly addressed your terms of reference, however I do not have all the facts and figures
available and I am putting forward my opinions. But as a ratepayer who will be affected by your decision my opinion should
be equal to that of the SRA, they also have never produced any hard evidence of what a City of Sunbury would achieve
other than a name change.
In summary I believe that if Sunbury were taken out of Hume it would mean less services, increased costs and
unemployment for some current Council employees.”
“Although Sunbury residents may see themselves as a unique and special population, that doesn’t give them the right to
impose their unique wishes onto the rest of the municipality…..
…People in areas like Tullamarine aren’t on the highest of salaries and would be very badly affected by any rate increase.
I can’t imagine where many of them will find the extra money. I don’t believe many Sunbury residents would be ecstatic
about their rate going up either.”
“…we feel that Sunbury and its residents, would be far better off being its own identity, preferably the Shire of Sunbury or
similar. We understand that there may be a ‘one off’ cost to residents to implement such a move, but feel the results would
be well worth it.”
“ Sunbury has nice wineries, lovely creeks and waterways as well as wetlands and historic buildings. This is why my
husband and I love living here….The problem with Sunbury though is that it has no industry to survive on its own. All the
main companies like the airport, and the new plants that are being built are in the other end of Hume. I can only imagine
like many people are saying that our rates will have to increase significantly.”
“ ….it is suggested that the development of the municipal structure for its future could safely be determined outside any
past or present examples. There would now be many advantages in a cohesive and separate township compared to the
tribal areas of the old Shire. “
“Broadmeadows would be better off without us, they could concentrate on their own area without the distant support
involved to Sunbury.”
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“ I am in favour of Sunbury breaking from the City of Hume providing it is viable. …..Sunbury people are also passionate
about their enviable identity.”
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“I would like to see Sunbury/Bulla become a separate municipality from Broadmeadows. Since the shire merge I feel
Sunbury has had its assets sold, eg. council land sold to make more residential subdivisions, giving the Hume shire more
funds but without them setting up the right infrastructure for a swelling population. Sunbury did not ask for this and we feel
we are losing our country living atmosphere.”
“We choose to remain in Sunbury in the hope that Sunbury will separate from Hume….
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In the event of Sunbury leaving Hume we should not be disadvantaged financially for the years we were forced to spend
as part of Hume.”
“As a resident for 20 years I am concerned that a continuation of Sunbury Town in Hume Council is not in the best
interests of the town. Demographics between Sunbury and the rest of Hume are not complementary. We are a semi-rural
community with residents in mid income brackets predominantly with families.”
“We believe Sunbury is large enough to go autonomous.”
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Identity
Attraction to area

“Sunbury is a unique place and we can only keep it that way if we have control of the decisions. ….Since becoming a part
of Hume the services have declined and there seems to be less of a community spirit. Decisions are made by people who
live in Broadmeadows and other areas. Broadmeadows is not the same as Sunbury and never will be. Why should we let
their thinking process have a say in how we live. Its like saying that because Sunbury and Melton were both Satellite Cities
we should be under one council. Melton is again different to Sunbury. Their house values are 15-20% lower than ours and
they have the highest divorce rate in Victoria.”
“Sunbury is not physically, geographically, historically, socially or philosophically aligned with Broadmeadows. It does not
matter how you twist the reasoning; Broadmeadows is the primary component of the Hume City Council……….
Sunbury is a community, not part of a corporation……Please give us back our community. We can look after our own
affairs with (sic) the rule of Broadmeadows. “
“This submission is made on the premise that the best way to maintain the unique nature of Sunbury and the lifestyle of its
residents into the future is for its retention within Hume City. Sunbury is recognized as a special place in its own right as
well as within the rich tapestry that constitutes the City of Hume.
The Hume Planning Scheme …..within which Sunbury is identified as a place having specific character and identity that
needs to be carefully managed and preserved.””
“My only concern is that Sunbury retain its identity whilst still being incorporated with Hume City Council. The green belt
around Sunbury should be maintained and developments for this area should be scrutinised to ensure our identity remains
intact.”
“My reasons for this opinion are primarily that the semi-rural character of Sunbury and the aspirations of its residents are
at odds with the balance of the Hume municipality.
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The City of Hume clearly either does not recognise this or does not care……..
There is no transport link or corridor linking Sunbury with the balance of Hume.
Sunbury is the Gateway to the winegrowing and tourist region of the Macedon Ranges. It has little or nothing in common
with the balance of Hume.”
“We have had to endure lack of transport and …entertainment facilities for the children which we were prepared to do for
what we felt was a better lifestyle.”
“Sunbury has and always will have different needs and culture to the Broadmeadows area and needs to be governed by
local people who reside in the locality to look after the needs of the community and to preserve and maintain the country
style of living.”
“Sunbury is isolated from Hume by its distinct geography and social composition; it is on a different train line, and a
different highway, as well as having a semi-rural environment. We have more in common with the smaller semi-rural towns
(such as Gisborne, Digger’s Rest, Riddell’s Creek, Romsey, Woodend and Lancefield) that use Sunbury as a shopping
and service center, than with the general urban environment of Hume.”
“I believe that as Sunbury is ‘Country Living, City Style’ we should remain as that, Couctry.”
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“We have already spoken of the Shire of Bulla logo “City Living – Country Style”. There is no doubt that this “point of
difference” to living in the suburbs has drawn many people to Sunbury….
One of our primary reasons for wanting to protect our “point of difference” is the fact that a number of the City of Hume
Metropolitan Councillors have shown by the decisions they have made in council, that they have no concern for the people
of Sunbury and demonstrate that they have no empathy or basic understanding of the character and lifestyle we are
working to develop and protect… and they have made no effort to find out exactly what we want.
Basically, we are extremely concerned that the character and semi rural lifestyle will be destroyed if Sunbury remains part
of Hume.
“”Any cultural diversity would certainly be lost with a new Sunbury Shire as this area is overwhelmingly Anglo-Saxon in
definition. I view this change as a negative, as the very wide-ranging racial, cultural and linguistic make-up of the
municipality is one of its positives.
“It’s also been put to me that people in Sunbury don’t want to be associated with people who live in Broadmeadows. I find
this rude and offensive……Sunbury has its share of social problems; they are not that different from us. Even if you have
neighbours you don’t like that much, you all try to get along.”
“Sunbury and its district is directly linked to the first settlement of melbourne 1835& 1836. The physical shape of its
landscape is virtually the same as it was back then…..
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There are over 400 heritage sites within the boundaries of the old Shire of Bulla and many still to be found,….
The Sunbury district, as you can see, is a very special place, and has the right to develop in its own character, and not fall
foul to the soul destroying sameness of urban character that those who live elsewhere, and some here, would like to inflict
on the Sunbury district.”
Governance

“Sunbury has a slightly positive bias in Councillor representation with respect to the comparative size between the local
community and the city as a whole. The future growth in Sunbury will continue to be reflected in the future structure of
Hume City Council.”
“The ongoing allegations by the Sunbury Residents Association that the Broadmeadows based Council is unsympathetic
to the needs of Sunbury are no different to the constant bickering that occurred in the former Shire of Bulla between
Sunbury, Craigieburn and Greenvale ward councillors.”
“ With the higher number of councillors in Broadmeadows, Sunbury has been left out, we have lost the personal face to
face contact.”
“The City of Hume is spread across very different regions and the interests of the Councillors vary. They are pulling in
different directions and are not as united as council members should be. I believe the council members for Sunbury are
more in tune with the needs of Sunbury.”
“If Sunbury separates, the proposal for 5 councillors should be according to ward boundaries and not have all 5 covering
the whole area. Otherwise we could have all the councillors coming from the one street.”
“An assessment needs to be done of the increased cost of running the new Sunbury Shire given the number of
Councillors, Executive and administrative staff needed for the Shire to function properly.”
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Importance of green belt
Impact of development

“”Community groups ….that complain to no end that Sunbury’s Rural Character is under threat if they remain in Hume
need to be exposed as a smoke screen…….. As a resident of the Bulla area of more than fifty years I wish to convey that
the rural aspect is still there in the surrounding area, but…..you cannot hold back progress and if you do then you will
stagnate it. Leaving the rural area open to all the things that are undesirable and would detract from its qualities.
“The infrastructure especially the industrial infrastructure developed in the Broadmeadows area…also benefits Sunbury. I
doubt that Sunbury residents would want that infrastructure here.”
“We do not want to become a part of the surban crawl (sic) which we feel would happen under the city of Hume. It has
already effected Sunbury with a great deal of land being carved up for housing developments and at the rate it is
happening there Bulla could be next.”
“I don’t want to be part of a Council that has plans to change the character of the Sunbury region or develop the precious
green belt area.”
“Unfortunately, we now feel that we are in a position where we might loose (sic) this atmosphere as the Council of Hume
does not seem to accept the importance of the green belt area which surrounds Sunbury.”
“The lovely drive into town from the Tullamarine Freeway/Sunbury road through two wineries on either side of the road is a
great welcome to the town and this open area needs to be kept on all sides of Sunbury.”
“If Sunbury and district continues to be a part of Hume Council, its character and town planning will be continually under
threat as we have seen in recent times, from wrong planning decisions made from the Hume Council, which has been
born out by Independent tribunals which have ruled against their planning decisions.”
“We value our “green” surroundings and have worked hard to retain them rather than the “Build at any cost” approach
demonstrated by many of the Metropolitan Councillors for Hume.”

Decline in services

“ If Sunbury went out on a limb so to speak, our rates would increase whilst services we currently enjoy …..would
deteriorate………Since amalgamation, I have seen a better value for money existence within Council…..”.
“I am satisfied with the current level of service provided…. And believe funding is spread fairly and equitably across the
municipality.”
“ As far as I can ascertain I have not benefited from being a part of the City of Hume. I have seen nothing to indicate to me
that the ratepayers are being provided with satisfactory facilities to cater for their needs or those of their children. Money
may be spent but I can’t see much being done in Sunbury.”
“We can not help but notice the decline in services in the area since Hume took over with gardens not attended to and
parks left unmown. I have driven through the Goonawarra Estate a number of times and the area is in a very poor
condition with mowing urgently required and trees needing attention with broken limbs left and papers on nature strips.
Parking is becoming a problem in the township and continued increase of subdivisions will see this get worse.”
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“ As part of Hume Sunbury is at the end of the municipality and seems to receive the least services.”
“The current council from my point of view have a poor record in protecting our environment whereas in the former Bulla
days this was a priority as was the cleaning of all public facilities which have also greatly declined.”
“The City of Hume has a very large area to service and because the Council is bigger it doesn’t necessarily translate to
better services………In the council environment the situation can be worse and hence a slower decision and reaction
process occurs. A more locally based council of a smaller size could address local issues more efficiently.”
“Since amalgamation of Sunbury into Hume City there has been a stead (sic) selling off of council resources based in the
Sunbury area. During this time there has been little spending in the Sunbury area.”
“Further evidence of this is that the council pound has gone to Whittlesea, which is of no absolute use to the people of
sunbury.”
“When Sunbury was under the old Shire of Bulla many of the local businesses enjoyed the opportunity of being a supplier
of goods and/or services to the Shire.
Not any more – a significant amount, if all, of the business has been lost to Sunbury Traders.”
“It doesn’t really make sense to me why this idea is being put forward. Sunbury seems to be doing quite well. I can’t notice
any major problems with the services they have.
Here in Gladstone Park, we don’t have a public swimming pool. Claiming that they don’t get any services or that our end of
the Council gets the most favours is nonsense.”
“I’ve heard that Sunbury residents claim that our end of the Council gets all the services and benefits while they receive
nothing. Yet at least they have a library.”
“Most of the equipment for road maintenance and the like is housed in Campbellfield and is monopolised for use in major
developments like at Roxborough Park and Craigieburn. The cost to transport it to Sunbury must be quite high, as it
doesn’t seem to get here very often. We have also heard rumours that the Sunbury Shire Offices are to be closed. This
means that all of our dealings with council must be done at Broadmeadows, which is a 40-minute drive from here. We feel
this is unacceptable."
“The distance between Sunbury and Broadmeadows is significant and could be an issue to some people or groups. But I
believe the council has done (and continues to do) a great job in minimising this difficulty, and strives to improve service
requirements to all sections of the city. Many concerns I heard at the hearing were endemic to greater Melbourne and are
the result of State Government policy, and not the aptitude or ability of an individual council to perform its obligations to its
community.”
“Prior to “Amalgamation”, Sunbury was a lovely place! – Not-So” now – The Council services have deteriorated severely
since "Amalgamation”.”
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