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NEW SUPPORT ANNOUNCED FOR VICTORIAN BUSINESSES
The Victorian Government has announced a $400 million package, jointly funded by the
Commonwealth Government, that will provide automatic payments to almost 100,000 eligible
businesses in Victoria, including sole traders.
Further hardship funds will be made available to eligible businesses that do not qualify for
existing programs.
The new package builds on more than $950 million in support grants paid by the Victorian
Government since June.
Five key elements make up the support package:
Business Costs Assistance Program
Under the new State-Commonwealth business support package confirmed today, more than
90,000 businesses will be automatically paid a Business Costs Assistance Program Round
Three grant of $2,800.
Licensed Hospitality Venue Fund
New payments of $5,000 to $20,000 will be made to more than 8,900 hospitality venues
across Victoria that received funding support from the Licensed Hospitality Venue
Fund through the May/June and July lockdowns. Payments will be automatic and graded by
venue capacity.
Alpine Business Support Program
Alpine businesses will receive between $5,000 (off-mountain) and $20,000 (employing
businesses, on mountain) under an extension of the Alpine Business Support Program.
Small Business COVID Hardship Fund
An additional $54 million will be added to the Small Business COVID Hardship Fund
announced last week, allowing grants of up to $8,000 to be paid to small businesses that are
not eligible for support under existing programs and have experienced a 70 per cent reduction
in turnover.
COVID-19 Disaster Payments
Eligible workers who lose hours due to the lockdown will be eligible for support through the
Commonwealth’s COVID-19 Disaster Payment, as will businesses that do not qualify for
Victorian Government support programs because they are not registered for GST.
More information about these programs will be available at business.vic.gov.au.
Rent Relief for Commercial Tenants
In addition to the support package, the Victorian Government yesterday announced
businesses that have experienced a loss in turnover of more than 30 per cent during the
pandemic are now guaranteed to receive rent reductions, while separate support will be
provided to landlords.

Tenants and landlords can contact the Victorian Small Business Commission for more
information on 13 87 22.
Seven Day Lockdown
Updated information on the current lockdown restrictions for businesses and industry is now
available on the Coronavirus website. The Authorised Provider and Authorised Worker
List is also available.
A reminder that face masks are mandatory indoors (not at home) and outdoors, including all
workplaces, unless an exception applies. Wear your mask correctly – covering your mouth and
nose.
Get tested immediately if you are ill and stay up to date with the latest exposure sites.
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